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of the invert in our society is a severe one; but few colleges are equipped to undertake
prolonged diagnosis and to attempt cure of the homosexuals who are found in the
student body.
It should be noted in passing that these practices occur among women as well
as among men; and the girl who is disappointed in her efforts at dating men may
fell into the hands of sympathetic and usually older homosexual women companions.
These latter frequently afford the former emotional release and affectional inti-
macies otherwise lacking. The frequency of such practices among college women
is unknown, and, since certain aspects of this whole problem will be discussed in
Chapter XXII, we shall say no more about it at this point.                    r
Sublimated forays of homosexuality are evident everywhere. Men and women arc
bisexual in nature, and the attachments to one's own sex may take the approved
form, in our society, of membership in clubs, congeniality groups, fraternal organi-
zations, and the like. In fact, the high value put upon group activities which concern
only men indicates a cultural recognition of this underlying motivation. With women
such acceptable cultural outlets are not so widely available, but, as women become
freed from the customary dependence upon male-dominated values, we may witness
an increase in sublimated forms of homosexual companionship for them too. College
girls are coming more and more to form their own clubs and to go about together
on hikes and sight-seeing trips, even though the stigma of failure to "date" remains.
But in time a set of completely approved bisexual cultural patterns may arise, ap-
plicable to each sex. Men certainly do not consider it ridiculous or queer that they
belong to men's clubs and yet retain their strong and abiding interest in the op-
posite sex.
(3) The frequency and significance of autoeroticism among college
students is likewise unknown. Its occurrence is indicated, however, from
interviews, conversations, and other sources of information; but there
seems to be less negative criticism of the practice than was common a
few decades ago. Certainly the fear that it is injurious to health has pretty
well been dissipated, and in this matter, as in those just discussed, the
meaning of such practices for the person is the important point.
For the college man or woman autosexuality may signify a failure to adapt oneself
to his male and female companions. Not infrequently it indicates a carry-over from
childhood habits. It is believed to be associated with introversion, but the evidence on
this is scanty. Certainly the overt indulgence is often associated with a rich fantasy
life involving the other sex. And, when it becomes so habitual as to lead to avoidance
of opportunities for heterosexual friendships, it may serve to prevent the individual
from ever attaining sexual maturity. The serious consequences of autosexuality lie
in the fact that it short-circuits human interaction, eliminates the stimulating in-
fluences of contact with others, and tends to self-centeredness and an ultimate re-
striction of the love and affectional life that is so fundamental to the highest flowering
of human personality. (See Chapter XXII.)
But, no matter what particular direction the sexual life of the college ,
student may take, the important point, to repeat, is its subjective mean-